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This report presents selected expenditure data by different 
types of consumer units for the third quarter of 1992 from the 
Intei iew portion of the Consumer Expenditure Survey. It also 
briefly discusses historical spending patterns of the American 
family. Comparisons with the same quarters of previous years 
are made for all consumer units (table A). Estimates of quarterly 
expenditures are less reliable than annual estimates because of 
the smaller number of observations in a quarter. 


Consumer spending patterns, 1935 to 1991. Demographic 
changes, combined with other social, economic, and tech- 
nological developments, have had an enormous impact on the 
American family. For example, husband-wife families are now a 
smaller proportion of all households, resulting in a decrease in 
average consumer unit size, from 3.2 persons in 1935-36 to 2.6 
persons in 1990-91. These changes, which have affected 
expenditures for current consumption, are examined in table 
A-1. Current consumption is defined as expenditures for all 
items except gifts, cash contributions, life insurance, Social 
Security, pensions, and changes in assets and tiabilities. 

There were two major movements in sp~nding between 1935 
and 1991—a decrease in the share of the budget dollar spent on 
food, especially food at home, and an increase in the share spent 
on transportation. The share of expenditures spent on shelter has 
increased since 1960-61. Out-of-pocket health care expenditures 
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as a share of total expenditures have been relatively stable in spite 
of the increases in total medical costs during these years. (Many 
health care costs are financed in part by employers and the 
Government.) However, there has been an increase in the share 
of the health care budget allocated for insurance which may also 
cover costs for many medical services. 


Table A-1. Percent of current consumption for ali consumer 


units, selected categories, 1935-36 to 1990-91 
Characteristic and 
expenditure category 1935-36 1960-61 1972-73 1990-91 

Number of consumer 

units (Gn thousands) ...... 39,458 55,306 71,220 | 97,443 
Consumer unit size ........ 3.2 3.2 29 26 
income before taxes....... $1,502 | $6,253 | $11,726 | $32,699 
Current consumption ...... $1,273 | $5,056 $7,920 | $24,490 
Percent Distribution: 

33.6 244 212 17.1 
Food athome.......... 19.6 16.5 10.3 
Food away from 
home . .... 2... ce ee - 49 47 68 

Shelter ........ 2.0.0.2... 18.9 13.1 176 20.3 
eunnaeesenneesee 10.4 10.3 82 5.8 
Vehicle purchases’ ....... 75 59 9.0 86 
Vehicle operations ........ 78 118 11.0 
Health care .............. 44 6.7 5.4 6.0 
Insurance .............. 18 19 25 
Services, drugs, and 
supplies .............. - 4s 3.5 3.5 


1 Vechicle purchases also includes vehicie operations in 1935-36. 


Table A. Selected average quarterly annualized expenditures' of consumer units, interview Survey, third quarters, 1966-92 


Expenditure group 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 
Total expenditures... ccc $23,633 $23,837 $25,848 $27,541 $27,370 $28,831 $28,383 
FOOD occ cece cu ecccuueccceucceuvees 3,546 3,585 4,137 4,423 4,453 4,510 4,446 
Food at Frome 22... ccc ccc 2,386 2,423 2,891 3,087 3,202 3,290 3,232 
Food gvay from home ..... 2... cece ne 1,160 1,161 1,246 1,336 1,251 1,220 1,214 
a 7,032 7,166 7,732 8,255 8,521 8,767 8,875 
Sthotter ek voce e cee eees 4,140 4,263 4,636 5,004 5,257 5,412 5,545 
Owned dwellings .... 2.2.66... 2,341 2,381 2,615 2,952 3,049 3,402 3,297 
Rented dwellings ....................... 1,287 1,349 1,415 1,479 1,518 1,554 1,801 
Other lodging = 0c cece 511 533 606 572 690 456 447 
Utilities, fuels, and public services ........... 1,591 1,630 1,713 1,794 1,848 1,983 1,918 
and operation® ........... 1,302 1,273 1,382 1,458 1,416 1,372 1.412 
Apparel and services ..................... 1,090 1,189 1,214 1,280 1,274 1,313 1,249 
Trameportation o.oo cueeecceeuee 5,319 5,218 5,420 5,810 5,337 5,624 5,213 
Vehicle purchases ...... 2.2... 06... ccc cnn 2,742 2,529 2,513 2.779 2,278 2,470 2,098 
Gasoline and ‘notor olf... 918 932 984 1,056 1,139 1,034 1,019 
Other transpcertation expenses ............. 1,659 1,757 1,923 1,974 1,920 2,120 2,096 
a i, es 1,082 1,012 1,234 1,324 1,358 1,360 1,536 
Entertainment ccc cee cues 1,055 1,087 1,242 1,297 1,242 1,345 1,317 
All other expenses? 6... ce 4,509 4,580 4 868 5,154 5,185 5,913 5,747 


' The expenditures are estimates for a particular quarter presented at annua! 
rates (the values are multiplied by 4). 

2 Tha item “ fo: other properties” 1s included in miscellaneous ex- 
penditures in 1991. Prior to 1991 it was included in shelter and housing. 


COMPLETED 


3 Includes alcoholic beverages, reading, education, tobacco, miscellaneous 
expenditures, personal care, cash contributions, and personal insurance end 
pensions. 
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Table 1. Quintiles of income before taxes: Average quarterty expenditures’ of all consumer units, interview survey, 


third quarter, 1992 
Complete reporting of income 
All incomplete 
item consumer Total Lowest Second Third Fourth Highest reporting 
units compiete 20 20 20 20 20 of income 
reporting percent percent percent percent percent 
Number of consurner units (in thousands) 100,787 87.218 17,416 17,422 17,471 17,427 17,481 13,569 
Number of sumpie interwews 10,386 8.951 1,662 1,698 1,772 1,831 1,988 1,435 
Consumer un:t characteristics: 
income before taxes? $33,353 | $33,353 $5,735 | $14218 | $24,582 $39.604 | $82,470 (7) 
Average number of persons im consumer unit 25 25 17 22 25 29 3.1 26 
Age of reference person. 476 474 430 52.0 472 440 448 48.7 
Number in consumer 
Earners ; 13 13 6 9 13 17 2.1 14 
Vehicles _ 19 19 9 14 26 24 29 20 
Children under 18 7 7 4 6 7 4 8 7 
Persons 65 and over 3 3 4 5 4 2 2 3 
Total expenditures $28,383 $28,752 $12,645 $17,638 $24,587 $33,715 $55,087 $26,014 
Food ........ 4446 4.404 2.579 3,267 4,064 5.219 6,884 4718 
Housing 8.875 8.835 4,383 5,956 7,715 9,966 16,133 9,130 
Shelter ..._.. 5 545 5.556 2.654 3,656 4,766 6,244 10,442 5,481 
Owned dwellings 3,297 3,257 732 1,462 2.353 3,742 7,982 3,556 
Rented dwellings 1,801 1,850 1,799 2.062 2,133 1,988 1,27? 1,482 
Other lodging 447 448 123 132 279 514 1,188 443 
Utilites, fuels, and public services 1,918 1,890 1,203 1,562 1,880 2,122 2,681 2,095 
Housefurnishings and operations 1,412 1,390 527 738 1,069 1,600 3,009 1,554 
Apparel andservices 1,249 1,248 520 678 1,091 1.484 2,464 1,256 
Transportation . 5.213 5.281 1,901 2.939 4,687 6,659 10,202 4,776 
Gasoline and motor oi 1,019 1,012 464 700 986 1,294 1,611 1,064 
Other transportation expenses 4.194 4,269 1436 2,239 3,700 5,365 8,591 3,712 
Healthcare... 1,536 1,555 926 1,470 1,567 1 682 2,126 1,417 
Entertainment 1,317 1,325 563 569 1,142 1,567 2,679 1.265 
Ail other expenses‘ 5,747 6,104 1,773 2.760 4,321 7,039 14,600 3,453 
See footnotes at end of tables 


Table 2. income before taxes: Average quarterly expenditures’ of all consumer units, interview survey, third quarter, 1992 


Complete reporting of income 
All 
item consumer Total Less $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 
units complete than to to to to and 
reporting $10,000 $19,999 $29,999 $39,999 $49,999 over 
Number of consumer units (in thousands) 100,787 87.218 17,719 18,521 14,751 10,511 8,004 17,713 
Number of sample intermews 10,386 8.951 1,642 1,816 1,485 1,133 849 2,026 
Consumer unit characteristics 
income betore taxes® $33,353 | $33,353 $5,796 | $14,684 | $24513 | $34,425 | $44,595 | $82,085 
Average number of persons in consumer unit 25 25 17 22 25 2.7 3.1 3.1 
Age of reference person 476 474 49.1 52.0 468 443 440 448 
Number in consumer unit 
Earners a ‘3 13 6 9 13 16 19 2.1 
Vehicles 19 19 9 15 2.0 23 25 29 
Children under 18 7 7 4 6 7 8 3 8 
Persons 65 and over 3 3 4 5 4 2 2 4 
Total expenditures $28 383 $28,752 $12,839 $18. $24,349 $30,511 $36,763 $54,885 
Food - 4 446 4404 2.577 3,358 4,000 4.951 5,446 6,867 
Housing 8.875 8.835 4,445 6.031 7.588 8,903 11,190 16,095 
Shelter 5,545 5,556 2,694 3,682 4,762 5.475 7,059 10,406 
Owned dwellings 3,297 3,257 723 1,544 2,299 2,963 4,637 7,932 
Rented dwellings 1,801 1,850 1,850 1,975 2,191 2,150 1,840 1,264 
Other lodging . . 447 448 120 163 272 363 583 1,209 
Utilites, fuels, and public services 1,918 1,890 1,203 1,608 1,826 2,009 2.274 2,682 
Houseturnishings and operations 1412 1,390 548 740 1,000 1,419 1,857 3,007 
Apparel and services 1,249 1,248 523 700 1,099 1,358 1,588 2,452 
Transportation §,213 5,281 2,027 2,931 4,808 6,024 7,091 10,127 
Gasoline and motor oil 1,019 1,012 459 732 987 1,156 1,426 1,605 
Other transportation expenses 4,194 4,269 1,568 2,199 3,821 4 868 5.665 8,522 
Healthcare... ..... 1,536 1,555 928 1,516 1,526 1,533 1,810 2,143 
Entertainment... 1,317 1,325 572 677 1,043 1,468 1,813 2,684 
All other expenses‘ 5,747 6,104 1,767 2,815 $284 6,276 7,825 14,516 
See footnotes at end of tables. 


Table 3. Age of reterence person: Averes: q::*rterty expenditures' of all consumer units, interview survey, third quarter, 1992 


All 
item consumer Under 25 25-44 45-64 65 and over 
units 
Number of consumer units (in thousands).......................... 100,787 7,895 42,616 28,220 22,055 
Number of sample interviews ....... 6. eee. 10,386 768 4,552 2,884 2.182 
Consumer unit characteristics: 
income before taxes® cee $33,353 $13,856 $38,831 $41,479 $20,050 
Average number of persons in consumer unit eee 25 19 3.0 26 17 
Age of reference person... ee ee eee 476 214 346 53.5 744 
Number in consumer unit 
DED 0 c.o00oceeeseesseeseseeseseeeaeeceeesteececeeeccesecees 13 12 16 17 4 
Vehicles eee 19 1.1 2.0 24 15 
Children under 18 3. ee 7 5 12 4 4 
Persons 65 andover.... eee 3 (3) °) (°) 14 
Total expenditures ee $28,383 $16,743 $31,869 $33,460 $19,319 
Pn ca cceeceeceeeeseeeeccevieccceeccescececcdceeevecses 4 446 2.705 4,871 5,024 3,511 
BE oS danduetevanewetsaccesvudsueececscauceseteuscasscees 8.875 4,734 10,579 9.685 6,030 
Re abit eric ackccsyascdesayseencscceekevesesdceeeses 5,545 2,959 6,915 5.987 3,261 
Owned dwellings 9. 3,297 252 4,114 3,978 1,940 
Rented dwellings cee 1,801 2.452 2,417 1,256 1,074 
Other lodging... cee 447 255 384 753 247 
Utilities, fuels, and public services .... =... en, 1,918 943 1,966 2.254 1,742 
Houseturnishings and operations ..................... 1,412 832 1,698 1,443 1,027 
Apparel andservices ..___.. 1,249 1,038 1,560 1,351 596 
Transportation ....._.. 5,213 3,322 5,846 6,322 3,247 
Gasoline and motor olf ............... 1,019 611 1,126 1,254 656 
Other transportation expenses... sit 4,194 2,710 4,720 5,067 2,591 
Healthcare... 1,536 517 1,268 1,677 2.239 
Entertainment. eee 1,317 865 1,475 1,701 682 
All other expenses? eee 5,747 3,562 6,270 7,701 3,016 
See footnotes at end of tables. 


Table 4. Region of residence: Average quarterty expenditures' of all consumer units, interview survey, third quarter, 1992 


All 
Item consumer Northeast Midwest South West 
units 

Number of consumer urits (in thousands) 100,787 21,276 25,189 33,861 20,461 
Number of sample interviews .__. 10,386 2,264 2.732 3,064 2.326 

Consumer unit characieristics: 
income before _ $33,353 $36,498 $31,973 $30,310 $36,595 
Average number of persons in consumer unit - 26 24 26 25 26 
Age of reference person : 476 48.3 478 478 46.1 

Number in consumer unit: 

Earners . 13 13 13 1.3 1.4 
Vehicles . 19 16 2.1 18 2.2 
Children under 18 ........ 7 6 7 7 ? 
Persons 65 and over...... 3 3 3 3 3 
Total expenditures... $28,383 $29,674 $27,165 $26,324 $31,948 
SEE ccaccedeshtevavakeahacsteccesdeenecesescas 4.446 4,897 4,104 4,219 4,775 
MEE sing 60bdduneneeenceseeeendudassseecéecséeeses 8.875 10,205 7,860 7,999 10,192 
SOMO ee 5,545 6,851 4,689 4,529 6,926 
Owned dwellings .................. 3,297 4,006 3,029 2,636 3,985 
Rented dwellings ..... 1,801 2,188 1,301 1,519 2,481 
Other lodging vee 447 656 359 373 461 
Utilities, fuels, and public services ................... 1,918 1,877 1,790 2,125 1,775 
Housefurnishings and operations ....... 6c, 1,412 1,478 1,382 1,345 1,491 
Apparel and services cnn 1,249 1,454 1,119 1,209 1,264 
TRAMSPOTABION cee eee 5,213 4,334 5,593 4,797 6,346 
Gasoline and motor Of eee 1,019 896 993 1,054 1,120 
Other transportation expenses ....... cn, 4,194 3,438 4,600 3,744 5,226 
TD 00 ncn6ecenesecnbeedentsavetecneececeecscezeeeetere 1,536 1,527 1,490 1,639 1,432 
Erttertairment cee cece n nee 1,317 1,511 1,168 1,139 1,592 
All other expenses? cece 5,747 5,745 5,832 5,322 6,347 


' The expenditures are estimates for a particular quarter presented at annu- 
@ rates (ihe values are muliptied by 4). 
2 income values are derived from “complete reporters” only, see technical 
note. 


3 Value less than 0.05. 


* includes alcoholic beverages, reading, education, tobacco, miscella- 
neous expenditures, persona! care, cash contributions, and personal insura- 
ance and pensions. 


Technical Note 


Data in this report are from the Interview portion of the 
Consumer Expenditure Survey, conducted by the Bureau of the 
Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The survey consists 
of two components: (1) a Diary or recordkeeping survey 
completed by respondents for two consecutive 1-week periods, 
and (2) an Interview survey in which the expenditures of 
consumer units are obtained in five interviews conducted every 
3 months. The data are collected in independent samples of 
consumer units that are representative of the U.S. population. 
The Interview sample, selected on a rotating pane! basis, 
consists of approximately 5,000 consumer units each quarter. 

The Interview survey data include large expenditures, such as 
property, automobiles, and major appliances, or expenditures 
that occur on a regular basis, such as rent, utility payments, or 
insurance premiums. The Interview survey covers approximately 
95 percent of all expenditures. 

There are limitations to these data which should be 
mentioned. First, for some analytical uses, the data should be 
seasonally adjusted. BLS is working on a seasonal adjustment 
methodology, which requires several years of data. In the 
absence of computed adjustment factors, comparisons may be 
made with the same quarter of the previous year or earlier years. 
Second, for infrequently purchased items there are fewer reports 
in a quarter than there are for a year. In order to obtain 
statistically reliable estimates, a sufficient level of reporting is 
required. Therefore, the tables based on quarterly data show less 
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detail than those based on annual data. In addition, quarterly 
data tend to be more: volatile than annual data. 
Changes in the 1991 questionnaire may account for some of 
the change in certain items such as owned dwellings, other 
Brief definitions 


Consumer unit: Membeis of a sample household related by 
blood, marriage, adoption, or other legal arrangement, a single 
person living alone, or two persons or more living together who 
share responsibility for at least 2 out of 3 major types of 
expenses—food, housing, and other expenses. The terms 
household or consumer are used for convenience. 
Complete income reporters: In general, a consumer unit which 
provided values for at least one of the major sources of its income, 
such as wages and salaries, self-employment income, and Social 
Security income. Even complete income reporters may not have 
provided a full accounting of all income from all sources. 
Total expenditures: The transaction cost, including excise and 
sales taxes, of goods and services acquired during the interview 
period. The averages include expenditures for gifts and contribu- 
tions and payments for pensions and personal insurance. 


For further information, contact the Division of Consumer Expenditure 
Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 3985, 2 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20212-0001. Telephone: (202) 606-6900. 
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